
 

Collective Worship Policy 

 

Background 

The 1996 Act states that all pupils in attendance at a maintained school, unless excused at the 

request of their parents, shall take part in an act of collective worship on each school day. The 

collective worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character, in reality this 

means that at least 51% of a school’s programme of collective worship should be broadly 

Christian in approach. Parents are permitted to withdraw their children from collective 

worship and do not need to give a reason for their request, which cannot be refused by the 

school. 

 

Definition 

Collective worship cannot expect students to be committed to a particular creed, liturgy or 

form of worship. It is an educational activity, which provides for the opportunity of worship. 

It involves explorations and affirmations in worship, allowing students the opportunity to 

explore and reflect upon different responses to life in what is affirmed and held to be worthy 

of worship. Worship can be defined as being: 'To honour or revere as a supernatural power 

or as a holy thing; to adore with appropriate acts rites or ceremonies'. 

 

Aims 

At Epsom and Ewell High School collective worship aims to: 

1. be respectful 

2. be an educational experience 

3. be relevant to student needs 

4. encourage student participation 

5. allow for spiritual reflection and response 

6. foster a sense of community 

 

Implementation 

Practicalities relating to time and space do not allow us to have assemblies every day. 

Collective worship will therefore be carried out in the following way: 



 

1. in assemblies taken either by the head of year, SLT member or guest speaker, based 

upon the theme of the week 

2. daily during mentor time based upon the theme of the week 

3. at special events e.g. sixth form conferences/key stage assemblies 

 

Format 

1. In assemblies and tutor time the speaker will introduce an issue, theme or experience 

which will provoke evaluation, reflection and response.  

2. During mentor time students will be asked to reflect upon the issue which may be 

taken from the collective worship handbook or from a topical event. This can be led either by 

the teacher or a student 
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