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Background 
 
On 2 July, the government announced a return to the full opening of schools full time from 
the beginning of the autumn term. 
  
The very latest guidance from the Department for Education can be found at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
This addendum of the Epsom and Ewell High School Behaviour for Learning policy contains 
details of our behaviour expectations during the coronavirus outbreak.  
 
Scope  

 

• This addendum applies until further notice.  

• Unless covered in this addendum, our normal behaviour policy continues to apply.  

• We may need to amend or add to this addendum as circumstances or official guidance 
changes. We will communicate any changes to staff, parents and pupils.  

 
Expectations for pupils in school  

 
Effective infection protection and control  
 
There are important actions that pupils and their families can take during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak, to help prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
Parents/Carers and students are asked to ensure they apply these approaches and actions 
are continued until further notice: 
 

• Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who 
does, do not attend school.  

 

• Clean hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with 
running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser 
ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://epsomewell.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Behaviour-for-Learning-Policy-Autumn-17-rev.-Autumn-20.pdf?t=1569093988


 

 

  

• Ensure good respiratory hygiene. Cough or sneeze into a tissue, disposing of the tissue 
immediately (the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach) and avoid touching your mouth, 
nose and eyes with hands.  

 

• Clean frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products, such as detergents 
and bleach.  

 
New rules for attending school  
 
When pupils are in school, we expect them to follow all of the rules set out below to keep 
themselves and the rest of the school community safe.  
 
Staff will be familiar with these rules and make sure they are followed consistently.  
Parents should also read the rules and ensure that their children follow the new procedures 
that have been put in place.  
 
Parents should contact the School if they think their child might not be able to comply with 
some or all of the rules, so we can consider alternative arrangements with them.  
 
Travel to school, arrival and departure  
 
Pupils are encouraged to avoid using public transport wherever possible. If public transport 
is being used, a consideration is given to the government’s latest guidance around the use of 
face coverings.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-
safe-outside-your-home#face-coverings  
 
Face coverings worn on public transport must be disposed of (disposable) or placed in a 
plastic bag (reusable) before entering the school. (See further information below) 
 
Parents are asked to encourage pupils to maintain 2-metre social distancing when travelling 
to and from school, including if walking to school with friends.  
 
Staggered arrival and departure times have been introduced to support pupils in maintaining 
social distancing outside of school and at the school gates.  
 
All pupils are to enter the school site via the main gates: 
 

• Year 7, 8 and 10 students should enter through the gate near the bus stop. 

• Year 9, 11 and 6th form students should enter the gate opposite the Coop. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-safe-outside-your-home#face-coverings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-safe-outside-your-home/staying-safe-outside-your-home#face-coverings


 

 

  

Face Coverings  
 
Government guidance for schools’ state: "Schools should also have a process for removing 

face coverings when pupils and staff who use them arrive at school and communicate it 

clearly to them. Pupils must be instructed not to touch the front of their face covering during 

use or when removing them. They must wash their hands immediately on arrival (as is the 

case for all pupils), dispose of temporary face coverings in a covered bin or place reusable 

face coverings in a plastic bag they can take home with them, and then wash their hands 

again before heading to their classroom". 

Face coverings should not be worn in school. 
 
Students who travel to school on public transport and need to use a face covering should 
remove it before entering the school gate and place it in a sealable bag or dispose of it in the 
bin provided. Students must then use the hand sanitiser provided before they enter the 
school gate.  
 
In School  
 
Pupils will be placed into ‘bubble’ groups. These groups are to be maintained throughout the 
school day, even during any break times.  
 
Pupils are reminded to avoid sharing any equipment such as pens, pencils and other 
stationery. This also includes drinking bottles.  
 
A one-way system around the school has been designed and is signposted. Pupils should look 
out for signage that indicates the direction in which they should be moving. This signage 
includes reminders that 2-metre social distancing must be maintained on the corridors.  
 
Pupils should walk in single file in corridors where possible.  
 
Doors have been wedged open where possible to avoid the need to touch door handles. 
Pupils are not to close these doors.  
 
Pupils should carefully maintain a 2-metre gap when entering classroom doors.  
 
Uniform  
 
Pupils are expected to attend any sessions in full school uniform. It is recommended that the 
uniform should be fully washed frequently. 
  
 



 

 

  

Attendance  
 
In March when the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was increasing, the government made 
clear no parent would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school. 
 
Now the circumstances have changed, and it is vital for all children to return to school to 
minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic on children’s education, 
wellbeing and wider development. 
 
Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those with 
higher overall absence tend to achieve less well in secondary school. School attendance will 
therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. This means from that 
point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 
 

• The parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is 
a registered pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age; 

• The schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

• The provision to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local 
authorities’ codes of conduct 

 
If anyone displays symptoms of COVID-19  
 
If a pupil displays symptoms on the government’s published list for COVID-19 before 
travelling to school or whilst at home, they should not attend school.  
 
If a pupil displays any of these symptoms during the school day, they should tell an adult. 
They will be isolated on site until contact can be made with home and arrangements made 
for them to go home. The room in which the pupil is isolated in, will be disinfected 
immediately after they leave.  

Staff members and parents/carers should understand that they will need to be ready and 
willing to: 

• Book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the 
school if they have symptoms, and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them 
in school. All children can be tested but children aged 11 and under will need to be helped 
by their parents/carers if using a home testing kit. 
 

• Provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test positive 
for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


 

 

  

• Self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms or someone who tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests 
can be booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered 
by telephone via NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. Essential workers, which 
includes anyone involved in education or childcare, have priority access to testing. 

Schools should ask parents and staff to inform them immediately of the results of a test: 

If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to 
coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such 
as a cold or flu – in which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are 
better. Other members of their household can stop self-isolating. 
 
If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for 
at least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not 
have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or 
anosmia can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 7-day period starts from 
the day when they first became ill. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-
isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other members of their household should 
continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 
 
 
Instructions on specific inappropriate behaviour relating to Covid 19 
 
Poor behaviour will be reported immediately to the relevant SLT lead / duty officer who will 
act immediately by removing the child to an isolated place and contacting parents with the 
intention of the child returning home whilst the situation is assessed. The behaviour policy 
would then apply.  
 
All such incidents should be recorded in full in the accident book and in the student’s 
behaviour log.  
 
Mobile Phones 
 
The rules on mobile phones remain unchanged, in short, they should not be seen or heard on 
the school site or within the school building unless it is break time or given permission as part 
of a lesson. If confiscated, students will be asked to place the mobile phone in a plastic bag 
and will collect the phone from the school office at the end of the day. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


 

 

  

Sanctions for not following rules  
 
If pupils fail to follow any school rules, whether in the behaviour policy of in the addendum, 
we will consider the reasons for non-compliance, to determine whether it was accidental or 
purposeful and then apply the most appropriate sanction from the following:  
 

• Verbal reminder  

• Verbal warning  

• Parental contact via phone call/email/text 

• Detention  

• Internal isolation, with the pupil removed from the classroom environment, to work 
independently, under the supervision of an appropriate member of staff. Where this 
is not possible students may be asked to remotely work from home. 

• Fixed term exclusion  

• Permanent exclusion.  
 
The normal arrangements and procedures that must follow a decision to exclude on 
disciplinary grounds are described in the 2017 statutory guidance ‘Exclusion from maintained 
schools, academies and pupil referral units in England’.  
 
In addition, the latest advice to be regarded during the coronavirus outbreak can be found 
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-
school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak  
 
Expectations for pupils at home  
 
Remote learning  
 
If pupils are not in school, we expect them to follow the expectations set out below.  
Parents should also read the expectations and ensure their children follow them. Parents 
should contact the school if they think their child might not be able to comply with some or 
all of the expectations, so we can consider alternative arrangements with them.  
 

• Complete work to the deadline set by teachers. 

• Seek help if they need it, from teachers or teaching assistants via email.  

• Alert teachers if they’re not able to complete work. 

• Use proper online conduct, such as using appropriate language in messages. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak


 

 

  

 
Dealing with problems  
 
If there are any problems with pupils adhering to expectations around remote learning, 
including if they don’t engage with the remote learning set for them, we will make contact 
with the family in order to discuss any barriers to learning which can be removed.  
 
We recognise the challenging times faced by all and will work with families to ensure a most 
appropriate solution for everyone.  
 
1. Monitoring arrangements  

 
We will review this policy as guidance from the local authority or Department for Education 
is updated.  
 
2. Links with other policies  

 
This policy links to the following policies and procedures:  
 
Behaviour for Learning Policy 

Child protection and Safeguarding Policy  

Acceptable Usage policy  
 


