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          5th January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Yesterday, the Prime Minister stated that all schools should close until February half term in order to help 
suppress Coronavirus across the country. The only exception to this is for vulnerable children and those of 
critical workers of which we are already aware. This is not an announcement that has taken us by surprise, 
and we have been planning for this eventuality for some time. We are therefore very confident that we can 
support your children through their time out of school and continue to provide them with a quality education. 
My staff have been developing their on line teaching and support and as a result of their dedication and hard 
work, we are able to transfer your child’s normal school timetable onto our virtual Microsoft Teams platform. 
 
Below are a few updates that you need to be aware of: 
 
Online learning 
In my previous letter, I outlined how your child can access our live lessons each day. For comprehensive 
information regarding remote learning please follow the links below: 

• Student and parent guide for home learning: http://bit.ly/EEHSLiveLessons  

• Student video guide: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAwCVU29_Aw  

• Link to all information for students: http://bit.ly/EEHSTeamsStudentGuide  

We realise that every family will have very different home learning set ups and experiences, but we would 
really appreciate it if you could encourage your child to engage with our lessons. We will be keeping a log of 
attendance throughout this time so that we can contact parents of those students who have a very low 
attendance rate and offer support to re-engage them. 
 
If you have any problems or queries, please contact your child’s form tutor in the first instance. We will do 
everything we can to make this time out of school as smooth as possible. 
 
Exams 
The government has announced that summer exams will not go ahead in their usual format. They have not 
announced yet what plans they will put in place but I will keep parents of those students due to sit exams in 
the summer updated with any further developments. 
 
January exams for vocational subjects will still go ahead and students due to sit these will receive further 
information around timings and venues from the school in due course. 
 
It is essential that students in exam years attend their online lessons as normal as teachers will continue 
delivering the exam content. This will then stand them in good stead for whatever the future holds. 
 
I realise that this will be a very anxious and uncertain time for students and parents. I want to assure those 
that this will affect that we have been through this previously and although the government had repeatedly 
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stated that exams would go ahead, we have been planning that they potentially would not. This means that 
we introduced extra assessments and examination style material for students to do before Christmas and 
our teachers are confident at adapting to any model that the government might chose to implement. I know 
that this will be difficult, but my advice is not to panic and continue to listen to the staff at EEHS and we will 
guide everyone through these uncertain times so that your child gets the levels that they ultimately deserve. 
 
Safeguarding 
During the previous lockdown, we assembled an extremely effective safeguarding team that worked together 
in order to safeguard all students. This team is ready to provide the same level of support again and it is vital 
that you get in touch with us if you need our help. 
 
If you have a safeguarding concern, please contact one of our designated safeguarding leads below: 
 
Aisleen Sheehan (DSL) sheehana@eehs.surrey.sch.uk 
Oli Daniels (DSL) danielso@eehs.surrey.sch.uk 
Claire Haine (deputy DSL) hainec@eehs.surrey.sch.uk 
Andrea Thompson (deputy DSL) thompsona@eehs.surrey.sch.uk 
Alexia Tough (attendance officer) tougha@eehs.surrey.sch.uk 
 
Yr 10 parents’ evening 21st January 
We plan for this to go ahead as usual using our virtual platform. More details about how to book 
appointments will be published in due course. 
 
Yr 7 reports 
The publishing of these reports will be delayed until 29th January. 
 
Mass testing 
In my previous letter, I mentioned that we were attempting to set up our own testing centre at the school to 
identify asymptomatic cases in staff and students. This was to enable schools to stay open and children who 
were identified as close contacts to remain in school. The closure of the school will now allow us more time 
to work through the immense complexities of school mass testing and our aim is still to have a functioning 
system in the near future. 
 
I will continue to keep you updated with any further developments as I get them. In the meantime please 
remember that we are here to support you and your children through this time out of school and if you 
need any further advice or support then please do get in contact. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
James Newman 
Headteacher 
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