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           2nd March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are all extremely excited to be able to welcome students back to school in a phased return from Monday 
8th March. This letter outlines how we intend to safely reintegrate students back on site and I have also 
provided details of the two major changes that you will need to be aware of concerning lateral flow testing 
and the wearing of face coverings in classrooms. 
 
Return to school 
The government has asked all schools to operate a phased return for students during the week commencing 
8th March. This is to allow for the first of 3 on site lateral flow tests to be carried out by consenting students 
to take place before the whole year group returns. The government has asked schools to prioritise students 
in exam years (13, 12, 11 and 10) followed by younger students. Our plan is as follows: 
 

WC 8th March Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 12/13 Testing by 
appointment 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

Year 11 Testing by 
appointment 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

Year 10  Testing by 
appointment 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

Year 7   Testing by 
appointment 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

Year 8   Testing by 
appointment 

All students in 
school 

All students in 
school 

Year 9    Testing by 
appointment 

All students in 
school 

 
Where a year group is not in school, they will continue to have access to live virtual lessons until it is their 
day to return in full. 
 
During this week, as students return in full, they will have extended form time sessions each day. This is so 
we have the appropriate amount of time to properly reintegrate students back onto site. With this in mind 
there are some slight alterations to the timing of the day for the week commencing 8th March only which 
include: 
 

▪ For all students, form time will start at 8.40 each day 

▪ For those students at home, all period 1 virtual lessons will begin at 9.45am 

▪ As students return to site on their allocated days, they will have an extended form time from 8.40am 

– 9.20am each day 

▪ All students will finish school at 2.30pm. 
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From Monday 15th March the school day will return to normal: 
 

▪ Year 7, 8 and 9 start at 8.40am and finish at 2.30pm 

▪ Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 start at 9am and finish at 2.50pm 

Children who are currently part of a key worker/vulnerable child bubble will remain in that bubble until their 
year group returns to school. These children must wear school uniform from Monday 8th March. 
 
From Monday March 8th, all students who come on to site must wear school uniform including those who 
arrive for their testing appointment. With students arriving and departing at different times during each day, 
this will be an essential safeguarding measure. Please remember that if your child has PE on a certain day, 
they must come to school wearing their PE kit. 
 
There will be no catering provision for the first week back. The canteen will reopen on Monday 15th March. 
Students should bring a pack lunch to school for the week beginning 8th March. 
 
Testing 
The government has directed schools to allow for 3 lateral flow tests to be carried out by consenting students 
over the first few weeks of return. The first of these tests will be carried out on specific days (see above) for 
each year group. Students who have consented to testing will be invited into school for a specific 
appointment and then return home immediately after they have completed their test. The following day, all 
students will return to school in that year group. For logistical reasons, students who are being tested must 
only attend school at the time of their specific appointment.  

 
After the school has assisted students to complete 3 lateral flow tests, home testing kits will be made 
available to use twice a week. More information will be published when these testing kits are distributed by 
the school. 
 
Students who have consented to self-administer lateral flow tests on site will receive a letter shortly 
containing the time and date of their first test in school during the week commencing 8th March. 
 
Please refer to the previously published testing FAQs for further information regarding testing 
https://epsomewell.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Lateral-flow-testing-FAQs-
25.02.21.pdf?ts=1614593176175 
 
Face coverings 

We have received various information recently from the government regarding the wearing of face coverings 

in classrooms. The education minister, Nick Gibb, has now clarified the government’s position. Schools are 

to recommend that students wear face coverings in classrooms, but it is not compulsory that students do, 

and schools cannot enforce this. Our stance on face coverings is: 

 

▪ All students and staff must continue to wear face coverings in corridors and areas of the school wear 

it is difficult to socially distance e.g. toilets 

https://epsomewell.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Lateral-flow-testing-FAQs-25.02.21.pdf?ts=1614593176175
https://epsomewell.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Lateral-flow-testing-FAQs-25.02.21.pdf?ts=1614593176175
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▪ We recommend that all students wear face coverings in classrooms 

▪ It is compulsory for all students and staff to bring a face covering to school 

▪ Face coverings must be worn by visitors on arrival as a minimum (the nature of the visit to school 

and the areas visited will dictate whether or not face coverings may be removed) 

▪ Students and staff are exempt from this if they cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering 

because of a physical impairment or disability, illness or mental health difficulties. 

 

The guidance regarding face coverings is as follows: 

 

1. A face covering should: 

▪ Cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably 

▪ Fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face 

▪ Be secured to the head with ties or ear loops 

▪ Be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton 

▪ Ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation recommends three 

depending on the fabric used) 

▪ Unless disposable, be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing 

instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged. 

 

2. When wearing a face covering you should: 

▪ Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before 

putting a face covering on 

▪ Avoid wearing on your neck or forehead 

▪ Avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be 

contaminated with the virus 

▪ Change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it 

▪ Avoid taking it off and putting it back on a lot in quick succession. 

 

3. When removing a face covering: 

▪ Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before 

removing 

▪ Only handle the straps, ties or clips 

▪ Do not give it to someone else to use 

▪ If single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle 

▪ If reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature 

appropriate for the fabric 

▪ Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once 

removed 

▪ Once removed, store reusable face coverings in a sealable plastic bag until you have an 

opportunity to wash them 



 

 
Headteacher: Mr James Newman 

Telephone: 020 8974 0400  

Ruxley Lane, West Ewell, Surrey, KT19 9JW 
Email: info@eehs.surrey.sch.uk  www.epsomandewellhighschool.com 

Company Registration No: 07768726 | VAT Registration No: 200109287 

▪ If the face covering is single use, dispose of it in a residual waste bin. Do not put it in a recycling 

bin. 

Existing safety measures 

Apart from the introduction of lateral flow tests and updated guidance on face coverings, all existing safety 

measures will remain in place for the foreseeable future. During the Autumn term, our students and staff 

adapted well to these measures and I expect to see all of our school community strictly adhere to them once 

again. 

 

Before Christmas, we saw the impact that new, more contagious variants of coronavirus can have. Whilst 

social distancing and self-isolations remain a fixture of everyday life, it is sadly inevitable that although 

students will be returning to school, further disruption to education is highly likely. It is essential that every 

single member of our school community follows the rules and safety guidance that has been put in place to 

keep people safe and keep our school open. 

 

Our staff will be returning to school on March 3rd in order to plan for your child’s smooth transition back into 

school. All staff are extremely excited about welcoming our students back and are eager to get started. Their 

dedication, enthusiasm and courage continues to shine through. 

 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
James Newman 
Headteacher 

 


