
 

 
Headteacher: Mr James Newman 

Telephone: 020 8974 0400  

Ruxley Lane, West Ewell, Surrey, KT19 9JW 
Email: info@eehs.surrey.sch.uk  www.epsomandewellhighschool.com 

Company Registration No: 07768726 | VAT Registration No: 200109287 

 27th March 2020 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 

Coronavirus home working 
 

We are living in some quite unique times and the last two weeks, since the school closure, has been 
a whirlwind for us all! I hope very much that you and your family are keeping as well as can be 
expected. 

I wanted to write to you to update you on the work being currently set for students by our teachers. 
I’m sure you will appreciate that to provide a system that allowed students to access work and hand 
it in for feedback, has been a huge challenge and one that had to be met quickly. Our staff have 
been superb in their willingness and adaptability to make the changes necessary to do this. 

However, having had two weeks to reflect on this and being a parent of two daughters who go to two 
different secondary schools myself, I am fortunate enough to see the impact the current 
arrangements are having on staff, parents and students. Working from home, supporting the children 
and keeping the house in order is difficult! 

We have been receiving feedback from parents that has been hugely supportive and I thank you for 
that. Some parents have also expressed concerns that their children are not coping with the quantity 
of work that is being set and so I wanted to clarify some changes we are making and the expectations 
we have on students who are completing the work: 

• I have asked teachers to set 1 assignment per week for each subject that the student has. 
Therefore, there will be a maximum of 13 pieces of work per week (approximately 2.5 per day).  

• Students should work for approximately 3-4 hours per day and can choose which work to 
complete each day. They should try to complete some work for all subjects if possible. 

• Teachers will set a similar amount of work for each assignment as they would have lessons that 
week, with a slight reduction to ensure that there is not too much. e.g if a teacher normally has 
a class for 2 lessons a week, they will set approximately 2 x 45 mins work for the whole week 
totalling 1.5 hours of work. 

• If students do not manage to complete all the work, there will be no negative consequences.  

• If a student is not completing any work or very little, we will send an email home to make parents 
aware. 

I hope that these changes will ease the pressure on parents and students. I think the message is 
‘just do your best’ and that will be enough. Please reassure the children that they will not get in 
trouble if they do not manage to complete all the work. 

The students have been producing some amazing pieces of work and we are sharing some of them 
on social media. We continue to be hugely proud of our students and consider ourselves lucky to 
have such a large group of supportive parents. 
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This is a tough time for us all and so if we still have not got this right then please keep the feedback 
coming to us and we will listen. We will do this together. 

Please do make time, if possible, to go on long walks (practicing social distancing of course!), do 
some exercise, play some games and enjoy some time together. 

All of us at Epsom and Ewell High School wish you and your families health and happiness 
throughout this time. 

 
Take care, 
 

 
 
Mr C Goodall 
Deputy Head teacher 
goodallc@eehs.surrey.sch.uk  
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