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          12th February 2021 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 
As we come to the end of the half term, I wanted to write to you with an update on the current school 
situation. 
 
School re-opening 
On 22nd February, the government will review its current lockdown measures. They have stated clearly that 
schools would be given at least 2 weeks’ notice to prepare for any planned re-opening which would take us 
to March 8th, a date many of you would have seen in the news. We are uncertain about what this may look 
like and will ultimately depend on the coronavirus data at the time. There are probably 3 potential outcomes 
which include full re-opening for all students, partial re-opening for certain year groups or a continuation of 
full closure to all except key worker and vulnerable students. I will keep you updated as soon as I have any 
more news. 
 
Lateral flow testing 
Because of the small number of staff and students on site and the ease to which we can socially distance, we 
have not needed to use lateral flow tests as yet. I am pleased to say that since January, we have not had a 
single case of COVID 19 amongst the staff or students on site. This is further confirmation that if social 
distancing can be maintained, it is still the most effective way to stop the spread of the virus whether 
someone is symptomatic or asymptomatic. Even though schools have been closed to most students, the DfE 
has issued a statement to both primary and secondary schools making it clear that there is a shortage of 
lateral flow devices nationally. Along with the concerns around accuracy of these tests, this clearly poses a 
problem for testing when schools do fully re-open. 
 
Examinations 
The DfE finished its consultation regarding summer examinations on January 29th. We are yet to find out the 
detail about how grades will be awarded, however, the DfE has stated that: 
 
‘In place of exams in summer 2021 we propose that a student’s grade in a subject will be based on their 
teacher’s assessment of the standard at which they are performing.’ 
 
As with school opening, I will keep you updated as soon as we hear any further news regarding exams. My 
message to all students in exam years is that it is vital to continue to engage with your lessons and listen to 
your teachers. Having been through this last year, as a school, we are confident that we are in a good position 
to award the grades and levels that students deserve. 
 
Quality of education review 
On February 1st, the school had a quality of education review carried out by executive leaders within the 
Bourne Education Trust. The specific focus was on our virtual learning offer and the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive highlighting our staff’s skilled use of technology to deliver engaging and interesting 
lessons virtually. We recognise that nothing is better than face to face classroom teaching but I am immensely 
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proud of all of our teachers and teaching assistants who have adapted so quickly to a completely new way of 
working so that our students get the best deal possible under these challenging circumstances. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank, not only the teachers and teaching assistants for their hard 
work and dedication, but importantly all the support staff who have been working incredibly hard both at 
school and at home. In a period where infection rates across the country were devastatingly high, these 
members of staff including premises, administration, finance, technicians, and IT support have continued to 
attend school when needed in order to keep the organisation operating. A huge thank you to you all! 
 
As I mentioned earlier, I will be in contact as soon as I have any new information regarding re-opening or 
examinations but in the meantime thank you so much for supporting our students at home with their online 
studies and have a safe and happy half term. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
James Newman 
Headteacher 


