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          6th January 2021 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
BTec and vocational examinations 
 
Yesterday evening, the department for education rapidly changed their stance on January’s planned BTec 
and vocational exams. After stating that all schools should continue with these exams, they have now 
informed us that it is up to each school to decide whether they wish to or not. 
 
The timings of these announcements are completely unacceptable and only adds to all of our frustrations 
and anxieties.  
 
EEHS has taken the decision not to continue with the January BTec and vocational exams with immediate 
effect and those students who were due to come into school should now stay at home. We have taken this 
decision for the following reasons: 

 
1. Schools have been closed to reduce the spread of infection at such a critical point in the fight against 

Covid 19. Exams inevitably involve large groups of students gathering which we believe is now an 

unnecessary risk to take. 

2. We have been assured by the exam body, Pearson, that no student will be disadvantaged. Please see 

Pearson’s communication below: 

‘We want to ensure that you are supported by us regardless of the choice that is made by your school or 
college on whether exams take place. If your college or school decides to offer exams, you will be able to run 
your external assessments as planned and if your school or college decides not to offer vocational exams, we 
have agreed the following with Ofqual and the DfE to ensure that no learner is disadvantaged. 
  
• We will certificate any learner who is unable to take their exams and has enough evidence to receive 

a certificate that they need for progression. 
• Learners unable to take their assessment this January may be able to take their assessment at a later 

date. If that is not possible, we will put in place arrangements to ensure no learner is disadvantaged.’ 
 
Summer exams 
 
The education secretary has just announced that summer examinations for GSCE and A-level will not take 
place and be replaced with teacher assessments. It is, however, essential that students in year 11 and 13 
continue to engage with their online learning as it will place them in the best position whatever arrangements 
are made for their qualifications. 
 
We hoped that the government may have learnt the lessons of the previous lock down during which 
examinations were so badly disrupted but clearly this is not the case. I realise that their timing of 
announcements and constant U-turns will only add to your stresses and worries during this period. I want to 
reiterate as I said in yesterday’s letter that as we have been through this process last year, we are very 
confident that our students will get the levels they deserve and that we will support you each step of the 
way. 
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I will, as always, keep you updated with any further developments. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
James Newman 
Headteacher 


